Treating anomia in semantic dementia: improvement, maintenance, or both?
A treatment programme for AK, an anomic patient with semantic dementia is described. The programme was based on home practice and resulted in re-learning the names of some objects AK could not name and/or comprehend prior to the treatment. The effects of treatment were still present one month post-treatment for items that AK could not name but could comprehend prior to treatment. In addition to items that AK could not name, items that she could both understand and name were also included in the programme. This allowed us to evaluate the influence of practice on the retention of words that appeared to be intact at the outset of the investigation. Results indicated that practice delayed the progression of loss. In addition, the programme was designed jointly with AK who made many important decisions related to treatment.